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1. This Council Notes
State the facts surrounding the policy proposal
The Union currently stocks plastic single use plastic straws. These are kept on the counter in both the
Park SU and Avenue SU bar.
Plastic straws became popular in the early 1900’s, and have been used more frequently due to an ever
changing lifestyle to eating out more etc. However unlike a paper straw which was invented at the end
of the nineteenth century, plastic straws are not biodegradable and so they are likely to end up in
landfill sites, or to be consumed by animals in the ocean along with other options. Energy is needed to
create straws, and they are not likely to be used again.

2. This Council Believes
State the facts surround the for amendment
That using single use plastic straws is a waste, and does not impact on the environment in a positive
way. This council also believes there are more environmentally friendly alternatives and that by
switching to this alternative will be better for the environment, and is not overly expensive or difficult
to do.

3. This Council Resolves
State the facts surrounding what the policy resolves
That the SU should switch to a more environmentally friendly alternative, and that all straws are
placed behind the counter for people to ask for it if and when needed. This would also mean the
Students Union is taking part in the NUS campaign The Last Straw, which aims to reduce the use of
single plastics starting with straws.
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APPENDIX (if applicable)

(World watch, 2016)
World watch (2016) Plastic straws: a life cycle [online] http://blogs.worldwatch.org/plastic-straws-alife-cycle/ [accessed on 30/05/17]
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